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The anmml NBCC awards are the quickest. 
Foiu winners fron1 20 rwmirnztions will be 

. picked next week. Plaques will change hand .... ~, 
but nothing vulgar lik{? 1noney. 

By Eliot Fremont-Smith 
'IC There &re three nationally recop1i1ted 

book award programs that <'at:h yrar en 
deavor to single out and celrbrate thr 
previoua year'a "m011t di11tingui11hed" 1 r 
" out.at.andinc" or 1imµl y "beet" Amrrican 
books in "tveral field11 . Thr oldet1t of thesf' 
programs i11 the Pulitzers, ~hich i8 al110 the 
cloutieat. The nt>weAt is the two-year -old ' 
American Book. Award11 -- the indu11try
sponaored and 1torm -t111<e'd 1111cr~or to 
the National Book Awards-whic h i11 ttl!lfJ 
the richest . The quick1:'8t i11 the National 
Book Critict1 Cil't'le awerci11, which, beRtow 
ing plaque11 only, i11 all!o the cheape11t (but 
m) mother, her 80n being president, lovet1 
it). The fil"llt named two come in the 
spring; the lut i1 in proceu right nuw. 

The NBCC ·ia an orxeniz.ation of 28.'1 
book critics and book rt·v1ew c<iitol"I! ft«n1811 

the country . Each December (si nce 19751 
it nominate11- by e combination of 
weighted membel"llhip h11ll o111 and votet1 of 
ita 22 director/judge11 - five book11 in each 
of four categoriee: ~'iction , l leneral Non. 
fiction, Poetry, and Critit'11m. Then , in 
Janut1ry (nut Mond•y, to be e1act), thl' 
director/judges convenr ftg am to vote sin 
gle award-winneB in eal'h category . (The 
voting pnx.-eduree involvf' m1rny trial vote1.1 
with discu11Sion in -betwet>n , a nd a final 
ratification vote, that hftH to be uneni 
mou11, on the proced uN! itself-"'·h1ch is 
more complicated in nplanetiun t hnn 
practice, but fftlt•11t1nlly rules out both 
"politickinK" and motlH·mntie1tl "tH'('l 

dent." I eitplained it on<·e 111 this column. 
and my mother saH{ "vi·r.)' intert>., t inJC .. 
a nd my eciitor said 'ne1 1·r 11g11i11 " ~., 
you'll have to takt 11 llll fu ' lrnt 1t ·~ th t 
beiat1 if t-t ~.!I.Jail -1111l('"t 

Aw,ird , v ot 1111-( 1~. ot l'•lllJ'<t', 11 ~"ll•l''l•d111t 
1d1t1t 1c 1 lt>r.- 1 ... ·. 11 11.l tru.iJ(ht w :th 11rh1. 

t r1tr1111· .. ~t'M (only hq1111111n11 with t ht' l1 mi . 
tnli nn" " Am1·rirn11 " n11d "p11hli~l11'C'I in 
l~l."".l"). llu t 11 '11 ul~" p l1·11~i1 1 J( fort h•>11e who 
J., 11 1rnd ll .-1dturnl 1111" .t ol1d11~ (;orneii 

the rnol •1t 1nn 11nd nil t hn't' 11f these !llo\arci 
p ro11rnm 11 \\di hP ~~t>pt aw11y --1rnd im 
mt>di11tl'ly rPplarrd h:.· 1•tht-r11. · Mrsnt.1me, 
tilt' JlH l l(e~ rr uMure r11r h nt hrr that their 
t•p i11 1on11, howevrr faulty, Are doin11 l(Ood, 
t hHt qu11!1 ty i8 being pmmntr<i I!'" the 
lnclr.le down theory o( uplift 

An~way, followm~ an• !. hr NBCC'11 :lil 
nomitrnlrunl\, with commf'nl11. It may be 
un::tf-t•m ly of me to makf' book on them, 
b ut rt t h1'l'f' 0 ft a ronflit·t of intere1t (the 
Journ11li111 vel'!lul\ the preAy), it JU't hlls to 
br f11t·t•d dt1wn for t he ltJ1'Rl.er 11ood, !\tty I 
lrrnd Romt'hody nn tht- Transition Team 
11houl1I hft'l't' 11e id ii to Real(en's Cabi net 
r"calntrant11) . Hesidn. NBCC"s pro
cedun'tl ht- ing " ·hat they 11,., mv bet.a carry 
not thf' l'li11ht-t hint o( 1uaranttt , os wr ' ll 
'f'<' nt• J t Wt«" k . 

Fl CTI ON 
LC H >1' I.AKE, by K I. . l:>il('tomw 

(1{8111.lom tlmuw): Thi11 ntremely calcu
latt>d nmt'I, ~l m the 1930t1 ftnd contrut
llll( tyl'l•on 11nd proletarian pov.rr, featuree 
an l'mot 1on1t l epiphany that ia a lway11 im 
pt'r11lrn1< !'he ltm1ion ill terrific. the 
cathart11s elu11ive. It'1 RCllltimr (which won 
the Hri&n6 NHCC Fiction award ) in a 
mnn- 1·'1mplicated contut, thouii:h with • 
tlw ~11n1e puined lwi11t that made thnt 1 

.. 

boolL not nt all the left-wing tract it WU 
accused of being hy neo-~ve 
critics : Social juKt ice lwe1-to both iDdi· 
viduali11m and "destiny." If a failure (we 
are vt'ry demanding of epiphany), Loon • 
lakr i11 e m1iet intereating one (the hows 
and whys), and my gueea ia that in this 
cat.gory it's the book to beat. 

MORGAN'S PASSING, by Anne 
Tylf'r (KnopO : Tyler's eighth novel, and 
very adept --about the eocial rippl• of an , 
eccentric't1 visions . lt'11 one ol thOlt ac- ; . 
rornpliRhed fiction11 th1l'1 d..ervin1 ol tv· 
ery runner-up acclaim, and juat .U.. . ~ 
something more. ' ' 

1l 
Till'; Sfo~COND COMING, by Wilker 

Pert')' (Farrar, Straua It Giroua): SMiN · 
define1 (wal'9 with?) Chriatian faith it9 Che 

continuing aaga of Will Bamtt. a Nlind 
11outhem lawyer who !lffka the ... lat ol 
life, f'ither mott of it or trantftruratioa, 
end erhieves a hit of both . Thett't a 
11Rving woman in it, end other idMa and 
symbols; a novel that W811 perhape ia· 
tt'ncied to be leAe bleak and more MCUW 
(more hl11 ~phemo1111?) than it is. It recently ' 
won a we11t cn1111t prize: the nnt may be 1 I, 

1 Pulitzt'r. 

so LONG, st:t: YOU TOMORROW, 
by William Muwcll (Knopf) : An acute 
and affertinr; memoir of youth- a boy'• ' 
first rt>al eru:ounters with betrayal and ',, 
reconcili at io n (the yearning, the rt· 
verberntions in time) - and very awettly 
written . This was 11 ballot favorite; but laat 
year, Birely, a more memorable carillon on 
aimilar themes, wHn 't even nominated. 
Which prewnta 1 J>11ycholo1ical hurdle .. An 
award pouibility if the judpe WMl'J of 

wranglinc over /..oon Lalct and TrcMit and 
need a warm sood place to huddle in. 

---~u .. 1.. ... ....,..._.. - ·m UIQP-= 



'llt; TRANSIT Ot' \'kNl :-1, h) 
Shirley Hazurd (Viking) A h11thh 
styliz:rd novel about two Au~lrnllen ~ 11ilt•n< 
in veriou11 emotional and erotic orlnts in 
several capital cities in thr ';J(M and ' tiOH 

There are th<Me who aTY· very t11ke11 with 
lfau.erci'1 baroquely sen11itive prot;P. , 11nd ' 
othert! W~O c~n 't take it without Holu id~ I I 
ronfc•1111 I 111 111 the luttrr group, mv 1tt11·~, 
i~ Tran.sit will t1lart 11trnn11 and lw fi 1111<lwd 
.la11t. 

A 11101111 l he 111i1111inl( : Thom 1111 Bl'q~n \ 
lunny -awful up1u•tment, Nl'i;ih /,,.r, 
(&lran1w about Berger - the ttt-11,• r ht' 
writet1, the lees he's al'cla1mrd); the fine> 
collection11. Prize Storie~ : The (I 11 mr, 

Auurd~ 11nrl Pu•hrarl · Prizt· \-', the 111\ c
John Kennedy Tnole'11 "') Id & crazy \1111d 
hard to finrl) A ('nr1fedt•roc; of / Jtmr n. 
l '.alvm Trillin'11 jp 1 1rnnli~m 1<poof. f'101Jli'r 
dlllm11r ha11 II ve11· toul(h time with 
awards . hem!( elwe,v~ thPu~ ht " too l11tht ... 
m1 if 11rt 11nd leul(h ler. or 11wttrd,. i.nd 
laul(htt>r. wt•ren't k1 -1..,in1t <nu1< 111 ~1 : ,~n.! tl11· 
most 1mnwdiateh 1trn·st1n~. 111111"·· " i't 
ful. a nl( L' r of the· \ ' t'llr, ll•1rn ll111 1111tl1 ', 
l\u,\ 

GENERAL 
.'VON f'JCTI< JN 

' A Lil 'E ,JAMES: A Hiol(rnph\ . fl\ 

I; ~earn Stroui;e 1Hrm;:ht 1 ; ~ Miffim) · A work 
111 of l1ter1tturr in itKt•lf, >101111• Aay tthrnlt th" 

Ille of William nncl Henry 's nruru11 t hen1r 
~ RtRtt'r (and 11anw~11kt' of 11 ' fine p<>t't r, ' pub 
1 li!ihing ronperat1vt' 11 1 l'ftlnhri<lgr , Matu1 .I 

Hut otht>fll aKll , 111 thP 1111h1t·1·1 h 111: t'll<tlll(h 
for th1R b< ~•k" Huth v1t•w•, 11re ri1:ht - why it 
de!lervrt< 1i.1minutior1 1rnd w" n t pn·,11l) . 

l'lllNA !\IEl'i. hy M11xirw Hong King -
11ton ( l\n11pf1 . A k111d ••f ~1·q111'l 111 Thi· 
Woman Warrior , which won 1 ht l !-176/77 
Nonft<·tion 11wRrd 11h,,11t fon·h1•11N, here 
and in Ch1ri8. in 11 max of history, myth. 
a'ld relrntlP!411 ~hy,. . A m11rvrlous mt•dit11 -
ti1,n thnt d <>t"1m't nped 10 w111 hut rot.l ei m 
e 11uh of p11!11iinn 

CllntSTIAl'ilT'a'. SOl'li\L TOU:K
AN<'E, ANL> HOMOSl·:xt :Au n : (;11~· 
Peopll' in Wctttt·rn Europt• from thr H••-
1innin1 or the ( 'hriBtiun En lo the 
l<'ourteenth Century, by .John l~ltlwell 

(Univen1ity of Chicago Pre83) : A 11l~per, 
right" Yet 1t Wit! 11 dr~ rnnner-up on 1iver 
150 ballol8 . lu theme iH intriguing - -why. 
after crnturiea of ind1ffrrt"11cr. the ( 'lrnrrh 
quite 1uddrnly codified hot1t1hty to hnni~-
1e1u111ity in the 13th l'en t.ury, wit h re-

l pen::u1111ion11 to this de) end it is very 
hand.omely ariued an<l wnttt>n A real 

L cont.ender, but look: what it'H up al(11inRl If r Uppman fails .. . . 

"ALT Wlll '. l'MA:--1 : A Lift'. bx .Jll11t 1n 
1 ll K11plan (S1mu11 & S r hu11tr-r) · /I. w .. ,k llf 

h111grt1play, nnt pot .ry rr1l11111111, und 1 

bnltant job by 11 nrn11tl'r (and P11litzer 
1'111.e winner) . But thr othrr Wa1.t·r 11tt·m11 
('(111lnl8f1di 11g. 

WA LTf.:tt LIPl-'MAl\N ANll TUE 
,\MEIU C A:'li <'l•: NTl JKY , hy l<.1111ld 
St1•1·I (i\tl11nt1r l.ittl(', Hrt •Wld . The j<•ur 
nnlittl · lrn1 u1rc"t"r, love life, phtloimphy, 
1nflut'li<'l, wartH And 1111 (a nd wm1• wart.ii 
ure q111t r ugly), pl1111 11\tcllt' ' tu111/politir11l 
t1mt' " 1rnd, of thiM l{TOUJJ, an offering that 
wall be very hard to n~fuRt' . 

Amnn)i( thr mi1111ing: Oh, in th iM rnlego
ry alw11y~ ~'' m'lny book11 thnt the NHCC 
keep!i v.11ntin;t to mnkt> mnrc· <·elt·j(orieA·
but J'll n111ke a.little li!1t : Victor Na vat1ky '11 
.\'um111~ N11m1•., (u mnj(lr moral com1><llli-

' t1on . and my own fir~t choil·e); Ann Cor
n1•li11on'~ !{OrKeously written Strn11>11 ·r~ anti 
l~i~rim~. 'J'lar Last /tu liu11 M1x~ntw11; St1•
phe11 .Jay (~ould 's t•volut1nnilll f'~Hl\yR, Thr 
!'undo '.1 Thumb . Mor!' lfrfl1•cti11ns in Nat 
ural Jl1slof)' (and why Creationi11m de
't• n ·es IJ() come hark) ; H11rhnra (lold · 
~rn i1h'11 /,1/{(e f,'/oria . llapp) at Last {I 
know it\ nbnut mc;nt•y and very lal'ky, but 
it l(low:1); Hichard Drinnon's Forrng Wrst: 
Th f. Metaph.nics 11/ Indian lfo ti111o1 llrid 
f.'mpm .1/utldin~ (this wil l l11Ht): H drnnJ 

I Sennett'~ t• IP1~nnt .-\111/J ,, ril _L .Ja.n r 
· O'Realty '1o 7'/w (,'irl I [.,ft /fr /1111.l. 11ie 
I Hot< ••·u i/i".• Momeni 11{ Truth nnd <ltl11'r 

I F.,mma.t H1H''"I< ·'· ( 'herl11 s l't>ll'r•• ' .o J/ou 
Wo .,h111,l(t•ill li1·rrl/v Wm A' · .le.,. Klt·in ' 11 

W11<1d\ I ;,, tliru·: 'f\i<ld Cit lin '8 pt•nt:t rntit11( 
l•><>k lrnrk 1111 ,d nnnll ,1R ol t tlf' roun -

! ll'rl •iii wt f1 .dt· 111 •1, '/ht H'lw/1· lrwlJ/ , 
! l\ 'u1d1111g Hu.,.~ Medrn 111 the Mnki11,; and 

/ '11m r: >. ,ni: 11/ th•· .\ .l't1 ' l.1-/t. find 11l111ut 11 
d111t·11 11•l1n tilll~ . Agtt111 ltum11r ~\ Ill • n•: 
H11 .-~•·ll l. 1kt·r·, S11 '/'fa1., /, l>1·11rn 1 ·1( \ · hud 
n1i rh11. ' t 11f 11P1?1 im1t 1C1n for ft'tl!llmM th111 

!,.1\1· '" !" .!1 p .. vt·d :-\11di 1~ lilt· 

/>1J}!;']'f{)' 
\ l'Al!'I tH Sl'ELt II. Ii\ .!11t1eph 

Hrocl.1!, 1. 1Furrn r Str811~ & l;1 r,11111 . i'c>4.'m~ 
i~ll~:. -:'~ liy thl· Hus!'l1nn e1i ll' tirnd \l.S . 
, .: iz<·n) tr~nRlntC'd by Brod !'ky and st•veral 
handN ovC'NWt 11 hy lln><lH ky . Tlw title 
pnem IM powerful, b11 t ~(llllC •1f I lw I ranR-

lat1nns clny \\'pn• 1h1lll<'.' o t ht·rwisc. a 
~1i, .. 11. but l thank nnt 1h1" t1111e. 1111t in 
I hl!l l(Ul~t· 

Bl-T'~(; llEHE: P<l('l r~ i ~ •.-~- 1\!~\I . l1y 
H"twrl l ' t>nn \\ <1 rrf' il • l\;i111l 11 m ll <>W·t· I 
l'h 1 w i.- t ho• tnp hhll1,• , h••1n• dll rl the 
"1-r !" h<>11<1r \\'11;n·11 1 o!p >il I» t\l-.o 
, 11rn·cr :\I'" 1!1\ i:w"' "11 ' 111 t 1, ,. curd-;. 

l'lil'. \H>H"-l'<· <If 1111. l'Ot-:.'1. by 
'I 11 • ~' l s I " II \ I 1· r • r ' . r ,, J ;-; t r I!\ I~ & 
lo : r .,, , 1 :---dnl\i1 r 1- • · • •ii lht• 1110 \0o 
1n1.!dl t· Hi< ITllo: '-•.,.. 11 , l'•'<'h." ttnd 
1wrh11t•' I•• 1n111 h 11.i 111: 1 I·•• : lw Khor p 
"' ' ' 1t! h, li t\ l110,1i·<"i"• ihj~ ll l'W 

1 o1llt·• (11111 I'~ . hu>l•·r 111 II ,·, ,. q \ \Oollh II 
rw"- d1•p1h, f !t· 1·1 1r • ..: 111.d ·i· · ,~I! :n11t.nn to 
'ih~ {\ I t "' uid lw • "'. r; , .. '""Hrd w1n -

I 1111t• ~!"II •» H! i 1..-··, t h r1.cl11rnl in 
othc ro . 

. ---- . -· 

Toole p.2 

S< 'Hll"TS FOH ·11n l't\(;t:A!'IT. by 
. J11111f'~ M1·rr ill (1\th .. 111 .. i1111 Thi' third and 
lir111l volume of tt narrttl '"' cp1l' that be11an 
1n /Jll'm1· {"'med'"' I 1i. h1< h w1111 R Pulitzer) 
1111d ront1nut•d 111 ,\f1r<1 I • ./ twhil:h won a· 
'.'\11t1on11l 1 Book /\ .... 11 rd 1 !; ~ been calle-d 
t'\'t'r)' llu1ierl11tive, lri lfu "demonic" to 
"11n11:c· lic": and if th is \ q lume fails of an 
~JI('( ' 11.,.11rd (RH I think i t willl, it won't 
ht· !o r lack of amb1t1\111,neK~ of vision or • 

gr11c:e of rhetoric. The problem i11 one that 
has plagued serious poetry for many yean 
·· not ambiguity, but the purpose of am
biguity, end the aMumption that purpoee, 
11t least , should be near-future eccnaible. 

SUNRISt:. by Frederick Seidel (Vili:
in g/ Pe nK.tiin) : Thirty new and recent 
poem!l that addrr!\s , JOltingly and elo
quently, a difficult decade of our history . 
Are titles herbinl(tr.1? I think this year it's 
hetween Morning ancl Sunrise . ... 

Among the mi111ing: New collectiorui by 
Golw1ty Kinnell. Alfred Com, Louise 
Cluck, Richard Hugo, and Sterling A. 
Brown, whOtle Co/ler/1•d l'oem11. on black 
themes, ha~ just ht>en publi11hed by 
flrirper & How. 

CRITICISM 
i\BHOAI>: Briti!ih Literary 'frav· 

clinl( Ut>lwttn the Wars . hy Paul FUlll!ell 
(()xf ,,rd ): Fussell 's / 'h1· (;reat War and 
Modt'rri M('1t1Hf.'. .,. nn th~ 1975/76 
Critinsm 11ward , 1111d Abroad, very 
!!priprhtly 1111d ~Hne ... ·h11t snippish, won't 
rt'pt'llL A l(O<xi hook end fine cntical enter
tamrnent t hlit irrit11lett ·the way &0me 1ood 

' books Rre apt to do : The review11 have been 
1 ;tenernlly admiring and specifically 

peckish, and the judges will follow 1Uit. 
IU:NKY AllAMS, by R. P. Blackmur, 

edited by Veronica A. Makowaky 
(Harcourt Brace Jovanovich):· A denae 
aiticel 51 udy by the late gnat critic whoee 
best b1K)k. e seminal work in "New 
Criticism," wa'I /,anguage aa Ge.~tv.re. . 

u:cTtJHES ON l.ITt.:RATURE, by ( 
Vladimir , '.'/abokov, edited by Fredson l 
Bowel'll (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich): Yea 

-whnt he did at Cornell on Au1ten, 1 

Dickens. Flaubert, Joyce, Kaf\a, Prou1t, 
and Stevenson (!) - and wacky and 
liral1 1am and th.e m11t1t stimulatins 'book 
ahon t literary creation and the inspired 
rr11clmii of !18me thllt I have read thia year. I 
It w11~ 1 hr- t 11p ballot choice, and I think t 
will h._. the ju<lge;i' too. I 

.'\ ,\ 'I l Ht: i\~U CULTURE: Ameri· 
l 'lln L1rn<l.scHpe Painling , 1g2.5-187S, by 
Harh11rn Novak (011ford): An importent, 
p 1 .. 11t•l'r1ng study of Wth century American 
~11 11d•< 11 pe re11li tieK, rlream11, and the 
11"011 111: r11phy of national e1pan1ion. lt'1 
~ ru< t·h ally rea1<oned, and ha11 more analyaia 
than pun< h· 11 fault only in unuked-for 
rnmp• .. ti tion~ like thill one. 

P <\ HT OF ~ATL' Ht: , PAHT OF lJS: I 
~fodc-rn American l'oel8, by Helen I 



Venciler (Har\la rd l inivt•l"fl1t) l'rt>~s l l'ol 
lKtcd r ~ ,· 1t'W!I an<l eM&y11 on .I.: P' ..-t ~ h1· 11 

particularly 1111t11te and art1c•il11t •' < ri11r 
ont' uf the m<~t infl.it>nt11t l und pt• rh11 p~ 
the m•lt<t rno11t thou1-:h1ful no"' >:<11tw 111 
J)(~lf".I A de11crv1nl( w1 11111·r .• ' ' t•p ' f •r 
~11bPk 11v 's Lectures 
Amon~ the rn1 ""' n~ \\' ili 1Hrn 11 

l'n! ' :,ard's / ,I! '<'-' "{ t/11· M od rm / ',,,· r · 
(;eoflrt'Y Hurtrn1111 ~ ( 'n( IC l.\nl Ill rh o· \\ ,/ 
d1·r1w,.,,, , ::iusan Sonta11'11 t~sn vs I 'nd1 ·' ch 
S11i111 of Sawrn) her 011 /-'ho top ·aph_1 '" 'n 
Lht- 1917(18 award); Mary McCarthy 'i; i f'L 

' ture:- in defense of traditionalism, ldcu
and the l\'011el, William lluhbttrd'11 11hsrp 
ai.tl(.jUt' of architectore, C1,mp/1c1t) an d 

i C'unt•l'fttwn: Wilham Safin>11 U n I an 
I J?UOl.:t' (I know, hut he't1 l(C11•dl ; Sel rn R C 

I, Lant'8·~ Th" ,.\rt of ,\lu,mn• .'frn da k ( ~n.: 
it's literiuy art, too, not J U~I. p11 l. a1.c l 

1 Harry Lt•vin's Memoril's of th• M ud"r" ' 
l!11w l'i<~ay.., 0 11 Pound, Eliot Aiken. \ht 
t 1 11"~~ .. 11 . 1'11nj(l' .• J11rrt>ll . t h< \111rrn, , 11 11<1 
11 other..). which New i li rt'cii(ln~ pu b 
li;twd j ukt 111 t11nt f t1r lnr :-. n11 t 11 11nd I 1r 
d11~s after the l"Ht'' l' hsl!1 ,!1nji f11r 1h .. 
·· moiit L\ i ~ t 111gli1sht·d~" of 1 ~k\(I "' II'- , .. 11 , 

' ple1t·d 
So \'Oll ~t·c. 

-~-·-· ·· 

~ - ~· - ·-· 
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