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A Brief Update on 
"A Confederacy of Dunces" 
lime tp catch up \\ 11h "A Confede racy 
of Dunces" t $ 1~ . 'J5l . the lir't novel hy 
the late fohn KcnncJy T 111ilc th a t has 
far 'urpa,,eJ the l'\J1l' l' lati1111' of l .011i 
, i.rna State Univn,i ty !'re" . ih puh- • 
I i'hn . Origina l! y i " 11ed in a 2 ~00 -cory 

tir , t eJition . the hoo k ren· ntl y rl'turneJ 
ll> 11'"" ft>1 a fifth t ime h1 ing1ng thl' in -

' 
print total to a hd'ty 40.000 rnpit:\. r 

.. It's still go ing 'trnng and Wl' .re just l 
beside our,dve' \\ ith jo) ... I.SU di rel·- [ 
tor Les Phillahaum told/'\\/ on a recent 1 

visit to Nl'w York . " Our concl'rn at I 
this point is : What do \\ l' do fnr an en- i 
core?" l 

For thosl' \\Ill> don ' t ;1heady know f 
the unusual acq11i,itio11 'tory hd1i11d I 
"A Confrdcran. · it c;1me to LSU 
through Walker -Percy. \\ho was sent a ! 

1 yellowing matlll\l·ript hy the autlwr's j' 

mother. Mr, . T<•ole tnld Percy that her 
son had written the h,ink in the earl y 
1%0s and h;1d 111;1d1· f'l'\ ' l\inn' t>n it up 
until 1%9. when . afte1 failing to inter
est a publisher in the \\11rk . he killed 

Lie ,.,.c/ / 11 1 ~ 111/ '"'',., 1111 1"" ' . 111 . I 

\till i: ••lllt; \/1 '•' 11.L' 

him,df. Pere· ~ re; n l th e ""11-- . 1,·,,•1: 
nill·d ih high quality ;1ml dl'li,c11'll 11 '" 
I.SU. \\hich puhli,hcd 11 " ;11li1·1 tlJ1, 
) ear with l'nq" ' intwdu l· ti1 •11 

In one oft he first rl'' in' ' of .. :\ l ·" 11 
frderacy nf D11m·l·s. " thl· 1'11 h>11·" ' '' 
called the W<>rk " a na1il) mag11i l1n· 11t 
on<.:l" in -a-hl11e-moon ti1 ' ' nu\ cl . 1'1 :1iw 
for Toole ·, comii: ',;1tiric 1cmk1111g ' " 
lifr in Ne\\ Orlcan' ha' be1·11 1·q11.illl 
'trong from other quarkr' . ' ' ith 111.111\ 
re,·ieWlT\ nwurn ing the It>" 11f .1 I'"" c1 
ful American \\rill'r . Rcc c nt l\ . 1lt1· 
h :,i!. ~ :;:' l'n·n \\caving ,; 11 ;u1d ,,ff l1 11·:tl 

hl·,hdk r Ji,h in l'hiladl'lrhi :1. ( 'hi e .1g" 
and \\/ ;1, hingtnn . ;ind l 'hill.1h:11 1111 ll' 
P<>i h that an indeJ1l'll<k111 ;tllil1.1 il' " ' 
20th Cl'nlllr) hl\ ha' opti11nnl 111<'1 I<' 

righh to thl' \\ork . 
.. A Confrderacy of Du11n·, · ' 'ill hl' 

r1·rrinl L' d ne\t year h y (i1 1l\ c I' ' "" 
\\hidl rl'l'Ug lli l l'll lhe h<>ll~ · , li 1" 1:1 1\ 
merit earl~ t>ll ;rnd pt11 c ha""' p.q•1· 1 
h;1l'h righh hl'i'Pre the lt .111k1 •\ l' I " · " 

rek;"eJ . (i n n c plan' .1 "'"""' 11 1, t 
printing . 
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