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Three hundred pound ... I 
of jo_y and ... orrow 1 

ITIS MY BELIEF THAT I 
am not alone in harh\iring 
hateful desires, the main 
purpmc of which i~ to 
produce a transcendent 

sense of reasonableness. For c\
amplc, when people arc talking 
in a movie theater. I generally 
devote a considerable amount ol 
time to the problem of whether 
the offcndc~ should he struck 
dead hy the laser beam in my 
eyes or simply frozen in their 
scat~ until the picture is over. 

Now. imagine a man whose 
whole life revolves around ~uch 
a rcsp0nsc tn the mo<.lcrn world, 
a man wlw ha~ resigned from the 
mo<.lcrn v.orld-and who revcb 
in it~ gruc~omencss. because 
only by \o <.loing can he justify 
his rc~ignation. Imagine that he 
is also big. fat. natulcnt and a 
thirty-year-old virgin living in a 
New Orlean~ slum with his dim 
and alcoholic mother. that he is 
overeducated (his basic point of 
reference is the medieval philos
ophy of Boethius ). infantile (he 
wears a Mickey Mouse watch 
and drinks from a Shirley Tem
ple mug) and unemployahk: 
that he i~ a noble crusader for 
decency in his fantasies and a 
walking affront to all decent cit i
zens in v.hat passes for real life . 
"He\ out in the parlor right now 
looking at TV." his hcwiltkrcd 
mother ~ay~. "Every afternoon. 
as right as rain. he looks at rhat 
show where them kid~ dance .... 
He don't like the show at all. hut 
he won't miss it. You oughta hear 
what he say~ about them poor 
kids." "Do I believe the total 
perver~ion I am witnessing?" 
her son l\cr<'arn' hi' eves still 

in. ,L·an' fir~t pagL" . ' :11).l ' ' ' 'l'
di,covcr~ ma,terpin·t" l.l 1 < ·, •11 

/i ·dt •mn 0(011111 ( ' \ 1i;,, hL't"n IL' 
\ iewed almo't ewn \\ h,·rc'. and 
even· fl'\ ie\\'et ha' 11 >\ nl ii I , >t 
one,:. e\ cryorlL' i' righ.LJ 

Ignatius i~ na;~ q il.11111\ 
committahlc. hi~ mo1hn I 1nalh 
de,·ide~) . hut thc·n . "' j, ,.,,.n 
'one else in the novel - hi' 111a~l 
ness i~ just a bit 1c~~ l·irc·um 

scrihed. a hit mon: w11hi1i"11'· 
Everyone ebe (lgnati11' · molhn. 
a haplc~s cop. a hlack janitor. a 
nightduh owner. an old 111.111 

worried ahout the "comrmr 
ni~s" ) take~ life a' a mild con 
spiracy; it\ Ignatius v.ho ~l'l'' 11 
a' a gran<l conspiracy. and hL· 
wants to head it. Yet there\ noth 
ing of the Six tic~ notion that th t" 
crazy arc the blcs~cd here. l~na 
tius is pathetic. his life i' horri 
hie. and the discrcpanq· he 
tween whjt happens to him and 
how he secs it is appalling. He\ 
a~tonishi ngly funny - hut he 
docs nnrhine with humoro11' in 

"tttdd tu1 n nut to he urn .. · 111,1,, 1\t' 111 ~~ 
( ;1w1t.I )..' Tld How man~ 111 lhc 1111l11.1n 

k.ilkf' 11f 1he \\Prld 111. t \ ' 1111ph lw 
lkl.1111..'t'd 11ld \,Odtlllll{l'\ ,I\ 1111!' ll\lf ,11 111 1.' 

t . 1~l· 1:1111.1'' 11 1k ',\ \ 111.dh. 1'11 , 1111).!lil he 
1p11h· l'1.·r1d1t1.1 l 11 1 lhl' \lo111 ld II t1111\d 
1111, .Ill . Il l t' l h \ 111 \\, If I P!t'\l'I I Ill' l 1111ld 

t\ \' till · ~ l \ Ill l.1 , 1111)! rr .H , . I ht 
, ,,, ,1· 1 1 r.1/l·d k.Hkr..,nl th v \ \1'1 Id \\~•11 ld 

11· 11.1111'. hl' .... urpr1..,t·d to trnd 1h.111hc11 
1111111.11' k .idrr ' .md 1111111" \\l'ft' 11111\ 

l !!.I •ljll\'I ,tdl I I~ \,Pd1Hlllf\.'\, \\ h11 \\.t'lt' 11111\ 

\11~ 1 t ', l • 't'I l\l Tlll'l 1thl·111;1,q11 1· r .1111111' \.I llf 

1,1,\lll.'' 11! 11lhL'I 11.1ti 1111 ' Ill 11t t h.' I 111 Ii. I\\. 
t! .1111 "' .111 d h.iJ! , .11111 k:irn "'l lh' l 11Tc1~11 
d.11 ~ l ' 'l l'Jh 

11" wholc life i' a hl11ndn: h,· 
c'.111 Cl llllllllln1 c1tc \\ith no 11nc'. 
h,· ,·an ·t .,.·pa1.1te a love h:tlL' rL' 
l.111011'hip \\ ith Dori\ I ) ;1 \ fr11111 

hi' q11,·,t to inflict gond t;i.. tc 1H1 
1h,· l>cni)Chled ma'"'' /\nd )L'I 
,.,,.11 in hi' most ah , urd 1110-

m,·ni.. he i~. 'omchow. n:a,on 
al\ k . 'en,iblc. noble - for hi~ 
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o~ n '-l'n'e of sci f 'Pi 11, over into 
the ,·oolly objcuivc n.1rr;1tivc . 
" ·rarnhling reality until the 
r,·adn cannot hclicvc what i, 
h;1ppening hut accept~ it a' incv -
1t;1hlc. a \ o h1 ·i"111". 

!\\:tin undd have \\rittcn th" 
h1iok. if he 'd lived in the early 
l'l(1!l, - prohahly he ~ould have 
\\litten it. John Irving co1ild 
haH' written it . if hl' WCfL' ;1t the 
hip of hi' form and didn·r gi\C a 
damn what anyone th1 1ugh1. 1'11e 
l;1nguage i~ that vital. the 111vcn
tiPn that free. As for Kun Yon ~ 
11,·gut and Tom Rohhin' . \\ho 
\\11uld haw v.rittl·n th" tH•PI-. if 
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---~-·--.. ···· .. .. 
glued to A11wric1111 8111;dste111il . 
"The children on that program 
should all he gassed.·· 

Thus Ignatius J. Reill). thl' 
overpowering protagonist of 

"·' John KcnneJy Took\ sole 
novel. A Co1'FEDl R ·\C) 01 

Dl'NCFS \l .ouisiana State Uni 
versity Press. 338pp .. \12.95 ). a 
book that has come to the na
tion\ attenti1111 heL·ause. 'l'VL'n 
years after the author killed h1111 
self in 1969. his mother brought 
a smeared manu,cript to \Vallo.er 
Percy. who has gotten it puh
lished. No dnuht hecaust• uf thl' 
irresistible human-interest hoolo. 
of that ston (strange v.0111;111 

pesters famo·u, v. ritl·r' to reai.I fi I 
teen-year-old "great nuvcl" h~ 
deaJ 'on. famou' writer gi\'l'' 
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tent. and ne~~r gets the joke. 
Forced to find a job, he he

el.lines the file clerk. of a mori 
hund pants factory. hut ends up 
dressed as a pirate pnldling h11t 
dogs from a cart. Hectored b~ 
inet'ssant letters from his radil·:tl 
girlfriend in Nnv Yorio. . he 11 ic' 
to get the hest of her hy Prg.in11 
ing the hlad. workt·r, at tlw 
pants factory into :t Crusadl· fp1 
Moorish Dignity. and.\\ hl'll th.11 
1.:11,h him his joh. turn' lo Nl'\\ 
Orleans' hrn1111scx11al s. whlllll 
he imagines a' the spea1 hl-.1d 1>! 
a movement to de't r11) l'\ l'' \ 
army in the v.orld. 

" Of t..Olll ' l'. ·· ll!n~lllll'- ,,11d 111 .1 

1hnuchtf'ul. 'l'nnu' ,·Ph. l'. ··1h1' l 11uld hl 
,1 Y.1'~ Ith' 1d1.: 1.kt..'q1t111n ·· I hl· rnl .... Ill l-n 

,l ,1rt h11.k up .ind d\1\\ll I th Ill''' \\.11 

lhl'y l'ould. they mu't he \\ j,Ji 
ing that John Toole\ lllllthn had 
huril'd .1 ( '1111/i·daon "' '>11111 n 
,tl1ing \\ ith her '011 . 
But is it art'! 
• '.\io (ht H1 Kl G1' ' 01 1 

.\ 1 I\ 1. h) Jerry Hopkin' and 
lb11icl Sugerman (\\".11 ncr 
l\11(llo.'. 1X7 pp .. illu ,11;11l'd. 
~ 7 '1) p:1pc1 baL k ). Alrc.1d) .1 Ill' ' ' 
'l'I k1. th i' 111i11dll·,s. rltlll") 1>1 
11 ~·1 .1ph~ of Ji111 l\l (lrr i,t>n i-

1>.1,l·d I'll th l· prc111i'>l' thal · .1r1" 
j1i-1illl',all\ l''l'l'":l'Ver\ ll'llt'I 
l\. L'\l'I~ ,{upidi ty. l'\l'I' ~ .Ill 11! 
"·''''' \ ;il1d:1(l'\ lhl· l'\l ' (l'llll' "' 
11t,· Jl<ll't1c ,pint. Or '( 1:11«11111 1 ~ 

Id,,· tlt.11 
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