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.. · TB.lk 'About ... O.Oks 
. By B9B SUMMER r. them, Grove had already snapped · ~ver, an~ .after one l~k ~e was l 

' . . . · . up the paperback rights. Whether bo9ked - ·a pattern tli,at bas ~o 
· Our enterprising local umve~t- they will bring it out next yea~ in a re~a~ W many ~~~\11 smce 
ty press.bas pulled off a coup r larger format, higher priced t-. then. , >~·\ . h;~ · ·:~ 
the pubhcat~on of a novel (ye5,•a trade edition or a cheaper, •.:• wllq'f · AN '" EXTRACT 
novel!) that is receiving the kio~ , smaller f~rmat mass-m~rket one '·";~~~thf?: New'Orleans Re
of att~ntion t~at the largest com is undecided. But whichever, view Per~ sent a .copy up to 
m~rcial publishers dream about. Grove is v~ bulli~h on Con·: ' Phillabaum, along with a n?te 
Fnends in New York report tbat federacy. Having their help,_ac- asJrJ!!gabOutbis interest: (A New 
the book - A Confeder~cy ~f cording to Press directo~ i.es York piJlJlisber had said "no, 
~nces by John Kenn~y Toole...... Pbillabaum ~'ls like having a ,; thanks" to a similar inquiry from 
is the talk of the pubhshlng world ~office~ New York." . ' P.ercy, as had been the case w.hen 
there. . ;1 ADDiNG TO THE potential h Toqle faile~t.tn get his work mto 
.EX~ENT began budding rights bonania have been the re- . ptf~.) :~~tt. ; P,~~·; bad re~en~ly 

thlS sprmg when the advance re- questa received from abroad . . l .clie4·~programo( publishmg 
views came. out. Publishers Publishers in Holland, France ~ no'lels,ilf(>~bl~ab~um jumped at 
Weekly, the bible of the book in· and Italy have taken options, the opportunity. 1 If we bad not 
dustry, bailed ~ederacy ~s •·a while others in Denmark and bad that p~gram,'1 he observed, 
crazily magnificent once-in-a- Great Britain are reading it for "we. wooldQ't have pu~llsbed the 
blue-moon first novel,

11 

whll~ the possible offers. Most notably. : book. r:-~t.as it i's; But if fitted 
hard-to-pleas.~ Kirk us . R~views Hollywood and New York movie , irigbt ln. E;ven~. wehad noway of 
praised 1t as a m~sterpiece of and TV people have zeroed in on . know!~g · ~~ :lt would sell, al
comic character. Soon book the novel. "Some of their inquiries though we. knew the market 
.scribes for the Washington Pos.t, have been routine," says Guidry, wouldn't ~e more ~ban-a $12.95 
the Chicago.Sun-Times ~~d ~be "but some have passed that point price. It is a big book, an~ we 
New York Times were wntmg ell- and are more serious." So though weren't sure we could afford 1t. So 
t~usiastic columns about the rol· there is JlQ\bing definite now, f~lm we went to the National Endow
ltcking New Orleans novel and its ~ ~tment ~a distinct possib~lit.Y. meot f~r the Arts. They g~ve us a 
z~ny cast of characters. Both . .: .. A• te~rb.t>le as all this is, small giant, but_under t~eir tenns 
Tune and Newsweek have picked ' however the story behind the we have to pay it back if the book 
it up for r~view, Peop~e is doing a, a&vel is 'ev~n ~re tn~riguing. makes money. I'm not at all un-

. story on 1t a~d Esqw~e bas oqe Sevei'•J years ago the author's happy that ,~~ will be ~endl~g 
ready for their August 1SSue. mother bega"n pestering Walker them a check, he says with a big 

But belore.tll tbls developed, .· Petey then tf.achingatLoyola to smile, adding ''The book won't . 
, an editor. at Grove Press~ New : ·~ct her son's "great nowt" (her cost the taxpayers a cent.:• Eyen 
York became enthralled with U.e words). Those New Orleans mom- before_ the 'May 31 pubhcat~i.>n 
advance galleys .that D!anne Gui- :; D)aScanbemightypernistt?Dt,and dat~ there were 20,00~ ~op1es 
dry{LSUPressngbtsandpemlb· , ·oned~y she showed op at Percy's available, after three pnntmgs. _ 
sions mam•ger) bad. sent for ·, olfiee'witb manuscript in band. _ A few wee~ ago all cooce~ 
paperback cons.idera.tJon. Later, Reluctantly he agreed to look at with the ~ak.ing of Confe4,eracy 
after the PW a~d Ki~~us r~v~ it, thinking (be says in Confedera- gathered m N~w Orleans to cele
were out, less discenung editors cy's foreword) that a few pages brate its pubhcati$>n· Or alroo~t 
- who had also bee1111~!l1t galleys would reveal ittobeanotherwell- all , that. is. Tile. author. ~asn. t 
- lost no time getting on the intentioned but hopeless effort. there; he committed suicide m 
phone to Guidry. Sorry, she told This isn't bow lt happened, how- 1969. ':t · 
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