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Toole's first novel will be
published ill spring of '89
By.SUSAN FINCH

S taff writer

(

"The Neon Bible," the first
novel by the late Pulitzer Prizewinning author John Kennedy
Toole of New Orleans, will be
published by Grove Press in New
York, the book's owners have
agreed.
Grove editor-in-chief Fred Jordan said Wednesday that a hardcover edition of the novel about
life in a small Southern town ,
written when Toole was 16, is
scheduled for publication next
spring. A paperback edition will
follow after a year, he said.
Grove published the paperback
of Toole's second and only other
novel, ' 'A Confederacy of
Dunces." The 1981 Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel sold more
than 500,000 copies, New Orleans
lawyer Raymond McGuire said.
He represents his wife, Mary
Toole McGuire, and three other
cousins of Toole who inherited
half "The Neon Bible" manuscript.
The other half-owner is University of New Orleans English
Ptlofessor Kenneth Holditch. It
was left to him by Toole's
mother, Thelma Toole, when she
died in 1984 with a request that
the book never be published.
But the way was cleared for
publication when Civil Court
Judge Gerald Fedoroff ruled last
year that Mrs. Toole's wish to
keep it under wraps could not be
followed because she owned only
half the book.
He ordered the novel sold at
public auction unless the owners
could find another way to divide
the property.
Holditch said Tuesday that

Mrs. Toole's will bound him to do
everything he could to keep "The
Neon Bible" from publication,
but given Fedoroffs ruling, he
has no choice.
He said the alternative, auctioning the book so that anyone
could buy and change it, would
have been a "travesty of justice."
"I don't think Mrs. Toole
would be happy that the Tooles
are going to benefit from it (publishing the book), but that's
what's going to happen because
of the legal system," Holditch
said.
If "The Neon Bible" must be
published, Holditch said, it
should be done by a national publisher who will "give it the proper
promotion."
New Orleans bookseller and
publisher Rhoda Faust, however,
thinks she could promote the
book better than Grove: "I love
the book; they don't love the book
... I have the contacts, nationally
and internationally, to have gotten a hell of a lot of press," she
said.
Faust failed in 1986 to convince Fedoroff she had a verbal
agreement with Mrs. Toole to let
her publish "The Neon Bible."
She said Wednesday that "The
Neon Bible" is a part of New
Orleans history so it makes more
sense for it to be published here,
"where it's going to sell the
most."
Novelist Walker Percy of
Covington, who helped Mrs.
Toole get "A Confederacy of
Dunces" published in 1980, said
Wednesday he is sorry Faust did
not get the right to publish the
book. "She deserved it; it was a
question of honor," he said.
"Thelma promised it to her."

Faust said she fears the book '
will "get lost in the shuffle" with
a New York publisher.
But Jordan said it's going to ,
get major novel treatment from ·
his company. It will get "the right
kind of attention," he said, not
only because it is by Toole, but
also "because it's a good book."
Grove said "The Neon Bible,"
written from the viewpoint of a
lower-middle-class child in the
South during World War II, is
"so maturely structured that you
think it could not have been done
by a 16-year-old kid ... It shows
an enormous talent."
Toole killed himself in Biloxi,
Miss., in 1969. He was 32.
His frustration at being unable
to publish " A Confederacy of
Dunces," written while he was
stationed in Puerto Rico in the
Army, was believed to have led to
his suicide.
After his death, his mother
spent years trying to get
"Dunces" published, finally succeeding with the help of Percy, on
whom she thrust the manuscript
while he was teaching a creative
writing course at Loyola University.
LSU Press published it in 1980
and it won the Pulitzer Prize the
following year.

Officials cut own pay
BOSSIER CITY, La. (AP) As a gesture to other employees
of the city, members of the Bossier City Council have voted
unanimously to cut their own pay
by $50 a month - 10 percent of ·
their $500 monthly stipend.
The pay cut comes on the heels
of severe budget cuts.

