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The scholarship s to be award-
ed through the A&S and New-

comb English departments to

-~ When Thelma Toole—mother

of the late Pulitzer Prize-winning
New Orleans author John Ken-
nedy Toole—died in 1984 she
bequeathed a sum of money to
Tulane *‘to be used exclusively
for scholarships for brilliant and
needy authors and playwrights”
enrolled in the university.
Tulane has not received the
donation because since her death
the estate has been tied up in

students displaying exceptional
talent in the field of creative
writing. Due to the talent-based
nature of the grant it will be
awarded only to students of
sophomore standing and above.
A maximum of two students
will be selected to receive the
scholarship each year. Each recip-
ient’s performance will be re-
evaluated annually by creative

writing professors and the A&S

‘The estate should be settled shortly and
scholarship funds will be available for the

next academic year.

—Julie Nice

settlement for the past several
years.

On Feb. 12, however, Civil
District Judge Gerald Fedoroff
ruled on the section of the will
which had been contested, thus
allowing other parts of the will
to be enacted.

“The estate should be settled
shortly and scholarship funds will
be available for the next academic
vear,” Tulane Associate Director
of Planned Gifts Julie Nice said.
As of yet no students have been
named. ;

The scholarship is to be funded

¥

J'

and Newcomb dean’s offices,
depending on the school the
recipient is enrolled in.

“It will go through several
selection criteria. That’s the njce
thing about being named a schol-
arship winner: you have been.
hand-selected,” Assistant Provost
Nancy McDuff said.

Named The John Kennedy
Toole Scholarship, the award is
to be granted to students alread
receiving financial aid. The Toole
fund will assume the recipient’s
financial burden for one year.

The Toole scholarship will be

ts a scholarship the university holds in
perpetuity. it will always be there.

—-—Nancy McDuff
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by Mrs. Toole’s donation con-
sisting of one-half of her estate
and the future royalties from her
'S novel, “A Con federacy of

Ji r‘S.“
'n 1981 Toole’s novel received

£ 4

Pulitzer Prize for fiction

vears after he committed
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an endowed scho]arship, accord-

ing to McDuff. Fndowed scholar-

shipsare donated to the university

usually in the sum of £100.000.
1

The money 1s then invested and
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grow.

“As the cost of attending
" Tulane grows this \chn}anhi}
will be able to keep up with it Iy
151N my estimarion the 1deal tvpe
of scholarship (for Tulanc, to
receive,” MeDuff said.

John Kennedy Toole had re-
ceived financial aid a« 2 student
at Tulane and graduated with 2

Ldégre: in . English in the late

1950s. Toole wrote the novel
during the 1960s. parually during
a tour of duty in Vietnam.

After an unsuccessful struggle
to get his work published. Toole
committed suicide in 1969 a¢ the
age of 32. His mother relentlessly
pressed professors and publishers
through the 19705 unt;] 1980, when
with the assistance of Covington,
La., author Walker Percy, it was
published by the Louisjana State
University Press.

In the will Mrs. Toole also
requested her home on Elysian
Fields Avenue be converted into
4 museum as a memorial to her
son. She further specified 2
manuscript he had written before
“"Confederacy” entitled “‘The
Neon Bible” never be published.

University of New Orleans
Professor of English Kenneth
Holditch was given the rights to
the manuscripts with chis under-
standing.

However the estate ‘became
entangled in litigation when
Maple Street- Bookstore owne;
Rhoda Faust filed sujr claiming
Mrs. Toole verbally promised

Asthe cost of atte‘nding
Tulane grows this schol-
arship will be able to
keep up with it
—Nancy McDuff

€r the rights to ‘“‘The Neon

The Feb. 12 ruling by Judge
Fedoroffstated for the manuscript
to be sold at public auction unjess
Holditch and four Toole cousins—
the natural heirs—could agree on
another wav to settle the conflice.
according to a Feb. 19 Tinies-
,D;{.“;:.*;f 3:1,;‘26.
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