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the  most  dedicared wd
mirers ol comic fantasy  will bLe
Mmade ary by their firs npres
sions of A4 Conjederacy of Dunces.
Its  pacanoid  ttle, adapied from
Swift, promises the kind of literary
self-consciousness that can so often
become tedious. It carriex an off.
putting  foreword explaining  the
duthor’s suicide and the discovery
o7 the manuscitpt by an Am qrican
coilege rutor. The central churacrer
15 a grotesque version of the unem.
plovable, selt-indulgent, middle aged
adelescent with a master's degree
and a sordid bedroom scattered with
the notebook rottings that are one
duy 1o become hiy major indictmeny
of the mudern world We mizh be
excused tor thinking that this has
been done before - .in Anthany By
fess's Enderby novels, for vistange,
or  more  commercially by Tomn
Sharpe, .
Nevertheless, A4

Dunces manages 1o
siderable momentum. has s own
distinctive voice and IS imaginatve
enough to escape the ¢ liche. Hoopens
with lgnatius Rethly waiting tor i
mother by a New Orleans depur

Al b

Conjederas v
Lather & con

ment store  and immediately .
volved in u confromation wiil the
gauche  Patrolman Mancuso who

lirst accuses him of loitering and
then tries to save face by as resting
an innocent onlooker. As it turns
out, arrest for Ignatius would have
been a more satisfactory result:
his  favourite book is Bocthius's
Consolations of Philosophy  (com-
posed in prison), and in Preseiving
a precarious freedom he i< forced
to seek employment compairible wirh
his “ world-view ” and his valve
(the temperamental BASUIC wear of
his creauvity).

First he works for a companvy
called levy Panis, re-organizing the

rat-infested filing system and
attempting to start a revolution of
the black factory workers. Then he

comes a street hot-dog vendor—.
which Jeads him ino g plan for
global peace based on homosexual
infiltration of the armed forces. H,s
mother deserts him and allies her-
self vwith the patiolman and 1he

MVESLEd DVestaodes sl LT
MunaPe o expose g | ELETRA TR U
tacker run trom e Nasdni ol iy
mghtclob, They 1y g IR TR TRITE
committed us insanc o e escaps

at the last with Myina Ninbatt,
old collese flame and (o
ltheration < with whom he
conducting  a

o
has been
love hate Coipe sl

ence
But the EURE IRy o (e
nowvel da e Poally g, "
this wi'ld nari iy e and tie
countless absurl AT TRTRVITITG "
Fongerates. It SUCCe: s Sheve gy

does succeed, throueh the o)., e of
s episodic architectire, 1t wbiliry

to rely effectively on divlogue toy
the evocation of SCene and o« Yerae

ter, and through some splandid ¢lose
observation which  4iies muainiy
from g determination vork with
xhe‘;wculiln‘i(ivs of & New Orleis
setting and Janguage From the Mo
Prictress of the Nipht of lox, as e
discusses a new stripregse “immi k
o revive flagging CUStOnm. We e

given an uncommonly iy 1M e
son of the Frepcep quanier ot e
city. lenanus'g mother )4 hey
new  friends, with  (hei, o hing
Parties  and tastelessne, (o haoney .
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Lo ko e vl a o A e an
he. Kavgl 1 hie black lation beam
Mattie's  Raml e o e thei
spckesman gy lones whios,e Comedy
ARAIN comes from biv lanonape g5

Cmuch as fyom Iy SUuatien

" Hev ! I'm working o Nl ew
shavery I Wity T ger vepiogy oy
bew vagean, 10 ] Sty I'm poan

bully employ og 4 Sl g @i ey e
Sarun o be a minimal Wage

Ihe dialogue is paintedly Anpe i it
and there is an added Pleasure tang
4 asathantic audience m having yo
translate—for instance when  the
Meatonygic Ignativs on 4 by

N

iwoked like an ecepliny balan e
dop o a thumb tack 7,

The choice of miellecioal ¢,
deavour  and social ¢l e as
obiedrs of the novel's sative ond e
tect that it does have a4 comic
tigger (however free of Ul g
racist characierization he mayv b,
aierather  questionable Buoi rhe
comedy  works and has o, 40000
haoveless edge. Tt is indeved o matter
ot some regret thay we' will hige

"y more from the auho,
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