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l'h ~onclu ion 

'fh n 0 Lyly' lay a not all cast in on .old , 

but 0 t c...l h·v one tiling in co on: tl~cy re educat d 

m mber of r fineo. ociety . ... hi us th~ b a is u on hich 

Lyly built hi f inint:: ch r. ct rizc:..tion . individuals , 

lqly ' s ge fr r \ s to ·ide 
' from int llect a.ls 

to ante- c r bcr gosoi cr but none i nell . Th r ... 
t ... 

only t.o erving girls in his drama , but thy r such ob

v iously toe ct ructurs , pl y uoh 1 or rol~e , and ar so 

ch rac teri tic<l y un i th jority of :cyly' n that 

thy hardly de rv tre t~ nt in t is study . 

on of Lyl "'s a subvrdin·te position to 

man in con~cr ation . any of th o en aotu lly uid and 

rule t'1 m n , but the i no fcminin ch·r oter in all of 

Lyly ' dr ho fe ls h r lf r..n inf rior in con r i ~g .Lth 
~ 

men. uch of this 1~ no do t du to th atmos h r of th 

enai e nc ich d conver ation a fine rt . ~h .-
ph ei u on conversa ion d or ted a corr ponui m~hc.o is 

u un t. l uoh· ic · 1 c ns 01 con r ing: o s , choic of 

hra s , l g; t and floria m thod f cxprv ion . ~u~hui , 

th~;.;refor , the id b.l v rbal vehicl for o nv r ation , and 

th " uphui tic ll. •. die o:f Lyly' 

--.----=-=------o~f---~le upp r · cl 
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si: n· 'ic t to not that __ i s G en uae th~ te_ "1 1 " 
th r t 1 n " o en" to deeorib Lyly' nine ch r ctc:r • 

... ~1 0 n i s leo r pr G .t tive of t h n in 

n ia e:~.r c lit r · tur in t a t he lik t3 to deb te t h topic 

of love . Ind 
' it iu t is to.l'ic h ich f scin·t s .... yly ' 

courtly a i - an also hi courtiers . nployed 

lov and lov -makin 

"th u, rlyin motiv 

thu chi f subject of conv r tion , 

n' : in _i .g of wOCial interco r . «38 

1'his cri tion i also . licable to LYly' pl ys , for in 

th Lyly "' e trying to r .... r uc so c of t'l uco 8 h h d 

enjo ed ith ~uphuee . 

n ~ly ' e pla o th oc 1 ~tt tu of hi .o n 1 

d t~ ined . Th y en~r lly ... r ent th t ro~p of ixt e th 

cc:, t r n ho r li e to tne 1 t t influences in d-

uc ti n • oci l cueto~ , ~nd litc: r ture . But us ing thi re-

d te.rmin d et tu ao vasi 
' 
U~ly . e . f· C 6 th mystery of 

h an ere on lity . ,,b9 o, oOphroni c rce , d p rticu-• 
larly Cynt i r Lyl ' mo t elev ted ludie Th y d • .., • 
on tre~.te ·t th 11- tr incd oman c n beco ' in thi 

follo ing tha be t exa tpl of th u en ..... lizabeth he .. 

, but Cynthi , 1 • apho is r g l but relativ ly 

C r , and Gophroni conv 7 a n and authority 

over th dr 

o~ls that 

i t nt ith 

1 

38 Bond , 

tic ·orld hich th y inhabit . Th r ade 

ch na a capacity for ru1in ~nd man· ging con

her royal po ition . This group of ~liun la~i e 

nd :X: lt d . 

I , p . 161. 
39 

Knight , P• 157 . 



or~;; ne a.l cl· o L i~n l.di ~ io t rou 

i ly cultiv ted l die 0 h-... inor rol in hi play • 

Certainly they ..... · .11 the o • tical of th e , but none 

i :p rticula.r1y colorful . s re ~· is a fii. X .p1c of thi ... 

ty e of 0 ;....n , nd, in th ir om :aidcnly u..:,·s ' 0 ' ... ... G lla-

the d hillida. This r p of ......ic-., 1 not . 1\.ay., ni e 

n 1 t y, but 1 a.y uc ted. ·e hou1d 0 11 th 0 ladie 

wi o.· duo t c..n· " ire . 

:!3\...t Lyly' u oot lively · n nota.b1 r u of 1· di con-

i.vt of il ta, Suavia, Livia, (; lia., .. L;;,- , d _,iobe • .~-hi' 

roup is i e and ''f· ir"-," but L.>O itty , it.. ud nt , ob ti .. 

n •.• t , bold nd cauf>tic . '10 tr ditio lly b en 

con idercd the ource f · r sue riu.n heroin s 

A. thurine , o r..li d , rn 1 B ' esc d nt en 

co un 1 b b11 etourdia·ant , 1~ verv c elle , 1 moqueri 

l~noin~nt , ~t surtout c tart d iri r centre a ho.....-e s 
1\ I 

e .rut.:.· s d n leu amo 1 

rompu ux. li re 

dde to tl i rou , for th 

o r o t eriotic • 

clever shr~ i ahne of th 

r sourc a d'un c rva u f l .. 
etJ. n1n 

~- les . "4° C p ape should o 

~ a.!. e , at le · t , ha. 

phi~tiea.t d , due· ted , and 

ao o c o ~ly's rea lly 

amazing contribution to the dr a if c n id r th ro dy 

an pby ical buffoonery hioh p· sed for humor at th time . 

Only a few of the ou n in ~ly ' s pl· y 11 out ide 

th realm of these three clu.e ~fie tiona: 

1 . 'he • II nd ex lted. 
2 . "'h 01~ educ t d ld 1t f ire . 
3 . h 11faire , " itty, impl'-d nt , nd eu.uetic . 

40 F uiller t , p . 489 . 
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c tio t t ... ul i t 1,; """' IJU 11y p io t 

..L 11 • Venus i vil .. in .. s • ltho S m 1 

r cla.o thr • 1 aot · ly too 

ly 11 bo~i ly . r.;;t i h to b ith the cl v-

r nd iviu. . il n • tie si le- i i 1 , as ith 

Ly1y' t 0 rvi o irls , too cl a ly toe dr tio 

ch""r ct r t b con ider d ch r lly li n. T 

t 0 llC -fi r i l(Jly' 1 ' 
oth~..; mbi • d 

ip • see mer~.:: rso.ific ti of folklor figur th n 

r al eo 1 • 0 b i is c lt;tely c ract rles , nd D1 

rv chi ly so ... ·t of 30 ' g-..at to Ly ly' s o. t tack on 

Vic' ... dn~..,;SB . n 1tchc aft, "htt d t est 

ando~a of ~ ~~~ 

ar · t ly . , II. • u i :c i.:l t 1 c 

ust be studied a· -

h ib ot 

fi r , bu. th ... r a t of 1 ~ oric 1 r r ~ s .tat n o 

m nki 

t 

. t it t . 

or b cu.u 

cu.n a c ibe no 

h is no oru ct 

.Lhi 1 y o s ot n c S" rily rovu Lyl, 

ch: .... r -

co o .;.te . 

om - hat r. In 

hi pruviou O.LJC he h d c ~te ri • o ad irabl , in-

t llig nt , ana itty n ho · r u~u ll r emor b1e 

than th ir mal 

i~ ~l~ ' cont ibution to th i o · i t tr dition of th 

!en~isaanc • It i not really dr atic ad aho s little of 

the i ns iration and dra.atic ov nt of play 

and .-..-.== in !h._ _............, ..... 

rticu r version of app ra to b Lyly's 

ry t r adi tion. 

po ul·r lit r-

~hi do a not ,ean , ho ever , that ~ly 's plays ar not 



thout. o .• : · tJ.ci of ~1i~ ori ci~~, h v ' t be 

1· t 1e c nt t in :de it Court.l ---it-

icJ.ze t 1 "'nd of bu ~ly b · l c s 

thi l t .1 1 0 n. ll 

· lo d ' .... te , a 1 a no~ n~ce ~arily vi .c r • 

Ll!b.JOr rtion o · th lvv b t a giv to deci 1 g ,h ~cr 

an or om n lov d best , which of he t ~~ the ore tru t-

·ortey , t • In th.... Ot;. ... of th~ ~ l v~ di cu ~io1o , c · t -

ic.i of t.h op Olin. t.e · ~ r ly oce than h ricci.l , nd 

t l~nt a e fire to t1 t di of du ti _etrarchc..n r <1 

n o-..~: 1 tonic hi o o hy . 

It i obviou , ho.ev r , h~t L¥1 had po ' tiv ttitude 

t · .Ld .o .. n . vn y , "Conaid rin · Lyly' d._t ali tl.1 

on ition o &. ic art. , e W&.Y Sl 0 hi 

il le Cld.G • " l .&.his i tru • t i n-

t::l' 1 T ly as ill -s tt .... r . :i d r~J not 

1 y dr tio· lly ~ the trically nter~ t' g , d his char-

ct .... r r ot o ' t n 1th g ~t d ~th , but con id i.g 

th coudition of a.tr hen~ b an wrltin , hi 
' 

ov rbll chi v ~ n r - praise ortby . T r o&n b 

y r a v t~ons in l di ' , ho-wev • J.h y 

a.r~ l"" c u.tion • 

h co po te Lyli .. ~.n om· ould be ~due .t d , of iigh 

estat , is , cl v r, fuir , bright conv r atio li t , cw a 

poi a 1 ;;...1 . LJlY' 11 ntl h th r " is , " 

ttnewf ngl , n 01 .. "vp t"':rt , • introduc d the cnaisao.nce oman 

to ..... ns?..L.ieh tage . Iqly' drat a a o uch or civ-

..6ond , II , p . 282 . 



ill.z u n vli i c t 1 britt it 0 i b or 

~i 11 t I. i ot'v t nd c~c 1 hu 0 OI 

t;rto • ~~ i .c.. 1L i en ' .d 

b.itty t r J:Jr .... ert tive 

in t ,.. .... n 1 i:)h ti:l atr • 
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