
Conventio~~ Used in Hemingway's! Fare

well to ~ 

In !_ Farewell to ~ Ernest Hemingway ha s created two· 

cha r acters w~oto~p s ha ve existed t hroughout literary 

tradition. ~ir'fhe 'star-c rossed lovers" conv ntio " of 
{ < l 

which Shakespeare's Romeo ~Juliet is t he ' p.istoric example. 

A clear ana logy between Shakespeare's repr e s enta tive early 

tragedy and t h is memorab le R~mingway novel cennot be rr~de , how

ever . One must firs~real ze t he t wentieth century modifica-

tions of the t heme. 

of Frederic Henry and Cat her i ne Barkley 

is played ~gainst t he broa d ba ckgr ound of t h e ff. st orld War 
l-; ~ 

(:nd t he Ita lian Campa i gn i n particula~ his · s notable for 

s evera l r easons. One is tha t Italy has a lways been, in litera-

ture and in l ife, a refuge for t h e Anglo- Saxon hounded by con

vention. Both Cat herine Barkley and Frederic Henry are Anglo-

Saxon, t he fa nner by birth, t he l a tter by ance stry. This no-

·tion of t he sense of fulfillment of the Italiana te Englishman , 

emphasized partic ula r ly by t he Romantics, is modified by Hem

ingw~'lhose love rs are led from Italy to Switzerland. 0 6,L[i ~ ,. ~; ... t'l 
a ttempting to c onstruct a Hemingway-Shakespe are analog~, it ~-· 7 
may be noted t h 2.t both stori es occur in Italy and t h e.t both 

pairs of lovers are essentially Anglo-Saxon, for it mus t be 
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r emembered t ha.t Sha.ke speare 's char a c ters are not i ntended to 

~@.. a -istica ll correspon~ o t heir geograph ica l situation~«-.~ 
Home o and J ulie t a re upper-cla s s Eliz abethans. (?arrying'~ f j 
analogy f urt h e , bot h l ove s~pri e s are woven i nto 6 t apestry)+ 

uf confl ict, one a tradit i onal fe ud , t he ot her a war of i nt er-

na tional c on sequence. 

The t h eme of growi ng maturity on t he p~rt of t he pr ot ago

nist bec ome s a s or t of dua l t heme i n ! Far ewell t o ~ ' if 

we a r e to cons ider t he lovers s epa r a t e l y as prot agonists . Cer-

t a i n l y Henry is not the sole protagoni s t as t h e book progress es . 

He and Miss Barkley p rogr e ssively function a s a unit , or a s 

"sepa r a te but equal" entitie s, dependi ng upon one 's i nt er pr e-

t ati on. I t s eems t ha t t he f a t es of bot h can be de s c r i bed ade-

quately by a pa s sage t h a t occurs i n t h e b ook itself: 

"The world breaks every one and a f terward many are str ong 

a t t he br oken p l ace s . But t h ose t h a t will n ot break it kills. 11 

Alth ough t~e t heme of war pe r ~ is definitely of i m-

p ort &..nce in A Fe.r ewell to ~' it s f unction appea rs to be t hat 

of c reating t he tragi c ba l anc e . Tragedy mus t balance on one 

hand t he evil of t he v1or ld which is c, .. pab le of destroying man 

and on t he other hand t he protagon ist or protagonists and t he ir 

i nn.-.te nob i l ity . Certa i n ly thi s is appa r ent i n t he s tructur e 

of t h is novel . not only must Henry and ll!Iiss Barkley face l i fe . 

They must face it a t a time of m~j~~af• . Thei r particular 

t :YJ?e of nobi l i ty , 0f it may .. u,,~ lJ. {y~"-b~nng noble , ) is an in

tense and s i ncere l ove . Hemingway ' s a chievement li es in t he 

turning of lus t, which is the i mpet us for t he Bark ley- Henr y 

union, i nto a broader c onc ept of love and a;,ff-e..cTI .. _o,h. 
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r TP.e,se e len~ents ::..re pr ese1 t i n ome o and Juliet - t h e g row

i ng mut uri ty of: bpth Romeo and. J uliet, t he out e:r: world of con

fl i c t anc"'. evil, and t h e i nt ens e l ove ( alth ough Sha.kespee,re' s i n

t erpre t a t ion i s opposed to Eemi ngwss ' s in its e l aborate roman

ticism) . The d iversi t y of conclusion b et ween t he tl~ works is 

not so great as mi ght ap:pea,r a t f i rst glance . In a literal 

sense b ot h of Shake s pea r e ' s l ov er s die while only one of Heming

way' s does. But, figuratively , part of Fr ederic Henr y d i e s with 

t he death of h i s and Ca,t h e rine Ba rk ley's is sue. A b iolog ical 

mi nd mi ght also pursue t h i s on a l iteral plane. In b ot h c ases , 

however, t he r e is pr esent t he d.ll-fa t ed lovers c onvention of 

t h e world ' s l i t era t ure . 
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