
1!an tend s to bei1: ve i n cycles . The 0 reat soci ~·-

lo:sica l '~enomenon of ;~cti on · nd r eaction is reP.lly 

c:uite unass ·"ilhb l e . The ~oman eJiccsses d issolv d into 

t h e humility and denial of ecrly C~ristianity . Soon 

~o:p-~1eavy and g outy 

origin!"l ly 

to counteract . ~~ c:tn ?..n ti d ote the hur:mnism &.nd le a rn-
<'! 

i 1g of t 1.c P..enaissa.nc e de e l o·-.e d. Pt:~ri t anisr:.1 was a 

ree.c tion aga i ns t l movenent , and , in the 

Zne?,liS::-s.: eakin,_, v.orl(:VbP.s hn.d ~~er"h~:;~s a gre a ter :· sy

c'·1 ologic -c. l eff ~ c t 'the: n 1::111 .1-' ·cev.J.ot..s moveue ntK· 

¥ur1't ·n1sm a~ ~ealed ~ o ~ae b our ge is cl a s ees 

which develo ed ;- fter the ,_iddle .. ~ses because , for 

one t :'1in6 , it a llied financic;.l success with ~ iritual 
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success . The ma:xi m t h;:--_ t "God helps t ·:.ose \'.'"\t o h el:rJ 

t hem selves " was to Purit;:,nism whP. t the Cul t of the 

Virg in was to t hs J:edi eval Ch ' .. r ch . ~ 111d a ny relig ion 

wh ich c <=.n rela t e t he d ivine to t he monetary 

for a ccept a nc e , part i cu l a r l y i n c>.n age when , for the 

first t i me , commerc e a nd i nd i v i d ua l ent erpr is~ 

r e a l l y beg inning t o hav e some de f i nit ive me rming . 

The Brit is h Purita ns we r e unque s t i on a b l y bo ur-

geo i s . Th ose wh o r emaine d in ~ng land bec ~me the 

weal thy me rcha n ts i.Jho we r e l :.>t er kn i ghted and r e t urne d 

to t ile Ang li c a n f old when t 'ley were un que ;.:. ti onably 

r e spe ct ab l e . The ir brot '1e rs ·wh o c ame t o t he Uni t ed 

Sta t es d eve lope d t :1e ca ric a t ures of Yanke e t ~J.rif t and 

sh r ewdnes s . 

But t h i s i s on l y one fac e t of Purit a n i sm . I t i s 

on e of t he mo.ce i m::.:· o r t a n t be c ause it was t 1.e gre< t es t 

a i d i n spread i ng the i deology of t ~e f Ri t h . T"lte ot her 

f a c e t s of Puri t a n i sm re~L i r e psy cholog ica l r a t her t han 

h i stor i c d> l or soci oloe., ic a l s t udy . 0 tens i b ly , t hey , to o , 

rNr e financ i a l in t "b.e i r base s . Church at t endan c e r a t ~1er 

t han P1e c..t re - go i ng or e nt erta i ning i s c e r tai n ly f i n a n-

ci :c.> l l y wi se , for i ns t r:m c e . But t he i mp ortanc e an d horro r 
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) 2r 
of I N assu.rned. unnc-~~)lly L.rge :pro:porti ons in Pur i-

t anisn. The old ~...,~:kss-Catholic conce t of Oric;inal 

c in was and i s <:m i ntegral part of the Eonh:n religion . 

But the quick and forma l Catholic i nfant bc-,pti an re-

uov es t '1i s t ralllllfl, from the mind . To t r1e Pt..ri tm , ho ever , 

t h i s was an a l mos t pen.:: .nent trc1,urna . If i t we r e n ot 

Orig i w .. l din t 1e Puritan 'li1a s worrying about, it was 

some per sonally c onceived sin . But the c oncept of snD 
constantly :pl~gLed t he .Purita n, culminating in a c'-lronic 

frustra.t ion whi c"b. reliev ed itself i n the hysteria of 

ev~nt s like the 3~lem witch trials i n k r er i ca , or, in 

Eng l and , t he wild i n t ensity of anti-Popery as outl i ned 

i n Dick ens• ~arnaby Rud~. 

1, _en l'"ormLn Vincent Pea l~ ~.> ays :pros:per i t i s di-

rectly pro' ortion r.,l to s:piri t ua l i t y or some stt1.te p a sses 

a ne•v dry 1 ·w or a revi v ,1 me 2t i ng in Hi ssissi p:pi 

degenerates i nto_ '1~teri ~1 rioting , t he trut h about 

t he current e~ ist'encf of PuritFmi SY'l i n lur:erica emerges . 
\__ 

:But t hese are j ust exc.lmplc s of tfJ.e sort of ref in~::; mt, nt 

of Puritanism whi ch is, in some c .ses , e ven more severe 

t'l.J.n t i1e PL-r it an i sm of the seventeentn. century . Those 

ec;.rly Nnerican Puritans :tad en1erged ultim tely fr 'Jm the 

color of Elizabeth n ..t!.nglo..nd. 1-~any of their cus toms were 
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re lly more ~lizabetn~n t na h Puritan . Only in the 

isol ·~ti on of Hev. :::::nr·l&.nd did Puritanism real ly crys-

t a llize . Later forc es !1.<:~d even more strengt1 in i m-

r l ement in~ t his ideology. 

One of t hes e forces was /am nticism . It lent a 

s ort of aes t hetic g los s t o Puritnni sm , a :poli sh whic:1. 

a llowed Puri t ani sr:: to ent er the dr<,\ving room in t he 

form of another force , Vi ctori~:.n i sm . IIm, t ,.,orne e1 t ered 

t he mt.:.r ic ~'n scene at a period vihen these t ·ee forces, 

Purit c.,ni sm, I{OPlc::,n ticism , and VictorLnisn, v·ere beg i nning 

to form t~e i ~ s trange~ b .t effec tive alli cnc e . 

Each of t ~es e forces was , i n it self , a move~ent 

away from r eality . 2ach, also, devclored its own se t 

of unreal c Ol'lVCD.ti ons. Fr om An arti st ic st· .. nd po int, 

1 /or'"' nt ici sm ·was t'1e mos t orth\.h i le . It added a new 

di11.ensio-.:. to lit e r D.t ure and er phasiz ed an h1a,_: i nat ive 

quali t y \i 1c'·1 l1ad been nissing from t 1e neo- c lass icism 

of e i ght eenth c entury models . But from a soci a l s t L.nd -

_oint, t -L-= v r. l c of each of t '_ese forces is questionable . 

Each was s oci a lly s tifl i ng bec ~.use each denied , in some 

degr<::e , mA.n ' s n ore n;...tl.irc:l self . \ll1en t b e t:'1 r ee of t~ese 

j oin, r:wreov e1· , tr1e resl-.lt is c: r·-.X'1cr f a ls e soci ;:..l 

s t ·.te . 
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-c: .1 ... t evc.r e l s v he L'·Y b e , t'J.e vr i t.er is 2. mi:-ror 

of the temper or ~ i b times . If ~e does not c rpture h i s 

~gc in d i rect ly wrltinci of i t, ~e captures t~e mood 

of t'1e :period . l. o ar.:b it i ou s .erican ·wri0er today 

would atteu::;t to cre,te a St;r ious novel ••t~' i n ·wh ich 

th~ c Ls t of c:1~rac ter s i nc luded vague , beautiful, and 

conSUltlJ- tive n ine t eent~, c c:ntu.ry :prototy:._,es of women v. ith 

writer \Jou l d write ::l_ sex ·wit 1'1 t he real ism of Heming -

way or the almost p ornographic g le e of Algren . 

,~-ri ters like riemingvr-... y and lgren reflect an 

ill.E. ric ;: __ n s cen e v:hich i s try ing to revolt ag- inst t 1e 

bourgeois Purit ani sm in ~ 1. ich i t was r eared . Even 

today , many ~ 1e:r- ic ans feel t 'lat i ncest and rape and 

;erver ..:. ion can exist " only in books . " La.ny mer icans 

ar · still living in t 1e i r self- constructed shell of 
. 

soci a l vesti .;e from t h e nine t e enth century , 1-utt i ng 

down v:riters who come too close to re:.lity and gr<~bbing 

.......... 
tht. L .test issue Hous·ekeepin.g . 

c onsciou b revolt a~a inst Puritan i sm 1ad not begun . 

;{ather , Romarutii..~ ism and Victo:rir-mism 1·ere he lping to 

mu._ e Purita nism mo r e sccin.lly ucc er t n.ble t h2,n it had 
I 

ever be en before . .t\.S a v ri ter of sc:.ch 2. period , ~ 
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Ha\i t h orne \'\ r ot e w..__,r.t h e t hought wov. l d be f1.cc e::~ table 

and , u l t i ma t ely, suc c essfu l. Hi s "Cu s t om Hou s e " pro-

log ue to '.~.'he 'c ' cr l et Le tte r s "lows t hat :Im,t':'lorl e JLS 

alvays cognizant of the s a l es of ~1 i s vrorks , and h i s 

output r e f lect s t "li s even more . 

Particu l a r 1Y r epr e s en t a tive of b i s time s i s aw-

t h orne 1 s seyual attitude . :Io ·, eve r ba sical l y mor a l it 

m: y b e , T11.e Sc!:3:rle _i Le~_i~ bas a bas i s t1.~ t i s p at en-

t i a lly " s exy ." It i s cl osely rel ~."t ed to s uch :Bi b lica l 

stories a s David a n d Bathehebt?vhi c '1. t -.;c;w 11, a mora l , b u t 

s ucceed in st lmul :o> ting t h e aud i enc e at t he sarrte t il:1e . 

Wh e r e t ',e 3i ~J li cal s tory a nd :fhe Sca rle t Letter d i ffer , 

hov.eve r , i s i n tr e c ~.>t rac t ers of t "lE- l overs . He ste r 

Prynne and Dimr~sdal~ are two of the nos~ sex l ess li t e-

ra y c :,ar.c .. cters ev er cre£-.. ted. t times th reader ~on-

d ers :1oy, they e v er g ot t h r ough t he me chan ic s of conc e i v i ng 

earl. rle r e Hawt horne ha s t ake n t he l oo..d e d subject of 

p r omi s c uity and adultery a nd rr. ·,de i t i n to a symbo lically 

ffe c tlv e but se:x u r.t. l ly neut e r novel . Very fe ' ·wri t ers 

c ould ;prob c:~bly handl e t 'le b as ic s t ory s o i noff e n s i v ely . 

Th is s eYle s~nes s i s one of Hal. t horne ' s p r ed omi nant 

char a cteris tics . The sexl e s s f d. cet of Puritan i sm i s one 

t a t .t:~.mer icP,n J?u ri t nnism r ef i ned and i1 i ch Roman ticisrn 
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s t rengt hened . The Hom: n ti c concept of " i d e a l love " 

a nd a s ort of wor s'-:i :p-from- af<=tr r a t 1er t lr] an sex per [ se 

t ied i n perfec tly with t :1.e d e velo··:11en t of t '·1e ..iuner i c .;.n 

Purit ""n b i a.s ag;:,, i ns t sex . Thi s a s t he climat e i n .·h i ch 

Hm.t: or ne deve l op ed h i s art and t he climat e whi ch h e 

r epresented . I n " 'l'he ~ rti s t of t he Beau t i fu l" 0\"ten T\ ar-

l und ' s a1fecti on fo r Ann i e i s c omp l e te l y l r· c ~dng i n 2.ny 

S L ~g e: s t ion of t he c <: r nal. Vva.rl ::md i s , i n many res:te c ts, 

a :prototyJ,.·e of t he a rtist , b ut Havvt 'IJ. o r ne se ems t o ~o so 

f a1· as t o m<-' ·e ~"l im a· p c ;,,r a l mo s t e f fern ina t e , particul2..r-

l - in t ~e su,;ges t i on of his " dirni n ut i v e f rame 11 a n d , a~..._·ain , 

in t .~e "m~ r v ellou.s sm< l l ne s s E.t.nc'. de l ic: t e p o 1er8 of hi s 

f inge.t s ~" 

In 11 R8,r>p:·:i.CCini ' s DP.ug~ter " t~1e sugge st i on of Eden 

a n d dam .and Eve i s p:.. r ti c l a rl y st r on g , and wi t·1 it t '1e 

U~?;gest i on of s i n a s l in~e d 1ith s ens uality . One s enses 

t 1c- sen sual · i n :Be t r ice ? L d t he l us'l-Jn e~> s of t :,e g · r den . 

I3L.t '1ere , ·e see thr t bo th a r e p oi s on o s, and Baglioni, 

t .,e " f"'l. t iler f i c;ure " , ~ - v e"" Giov,.. r..n i fr om J3ea t r ic e ), 'I'his 

le ds to an Jt her i r ~:-:_)or t >.n t element i n Ha\'t ho.rne .vhich 

seems rel~.t ed to .?urit8ll i sm . Th e " f a t ~;... r fi~ur e 11 i s 

c rue i. .l. l y i m}.., ort ::m t 1 11 H wt horne , b ut e:x < .ctl y w }1.c;, t 

i t r epre s e nt? I!-ig~1t .1. t n ot be t 'IJ. e Puri t an i ct:~ l c on s cienc e 
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h ich was art of H~ v t horne ' s '1.eredi ty and env iron

ment ? It seems t o fu 11cti on as~ uc':l in t '1.e stories in 

vt1.ich it '-"'P:Pc ·:irs . Thi s i s :pc.rticvlc- rly sv r;g :=stivc in 

" ... ,ap _r:.c. cc ini 1 s Daug'1t e r . 11 

-~h, ... t ~I.snt 1orne c o ulc' n 1 t ov e rtly }i1:esent i n i1is 

sttr i es be c !l.~'sc: of t "Le soci ' 1 p r 'a ssure \hic '1 he se 3r,ed 

to f ee l more t "1 .. n ·1 is re,"'de:rs possibly ever 10D ld , 1e 

s er.1s to h 8.VC f t:.nrl a c'1; n eE for e:x}:::·e ssing t 11r ough 

a s ..~ s ten of s on e of t e m Js t mg,:cveJ..loL.s syr.:bo l i ~m eve r 

conceived. The syrab oli c (,j,U R.li t y of a. stok'Y l i l..": e 11 T"le 

Lay:;,~ ole of Kerry L.ount 11 i s particu l a rly hi 3h . Ee :·e 

=:r '. t h o:.:n e s e~:;ms to be criticizin-:s the Purit nic P.l at-

mo sph~re '.'1"1-tich 1e ~ hineelf was f orce ct to or e2. t h e . 

T' .e 1~e2nin ; i r1:Ji ici t in t l-;.e symb ol of t'1.e n ay::_) ole is 

cle ,• r to anyone ith a 'l;:n o l co g e of ancient fertility 

r ites, a n d liawth ornc jw,t a:;> oses this tell i ngl wi th the 

denial of PU~ it~nism . 

gain , in "Yount:? Goodl'l::J,n Brown" Hawthorne is forc t; d 

to rever·t to S' .. b oli sm to say w':1E, t soci a l and litera ry 

conv ention :prev ented . r o s :t mbo 1 h as :mor E.. me aning th c.n 

the sy mbol of t,.1e hollo\,ed ro ck filled i th red liquid: 

"Here in did t '1e shP..pe of evil dip his h a nd and 

.::_)re ~. r e to l a y t he mane of b aptism UI);n t h eir for e

'leads , that t hey mi ght be P~trt 2.k ers of the mystery 
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of s i n , more c onsci ous of t ~e secre t g ui l t of 

ot ~ ~ r s, b oth in deed an· t ' 0ug'1.t , th;:tn tl::ey c oul d 

n o\ be of t~e ir own. The 1-:!. 'sb c_.nd c · st one look 

a t 1is ::. ' l e , ife , ~ n d ]'ai t h Pt h i m. 11 

I n Ghe c ont ext of Fad. th and Good r:ir,.n Br owry 

bee o!!.~.e o i mp ort8.nt. :-raving b e en re b t i vely r e c ent l 

.,...., rr1· ed the'· 11 h a d st1· ll ··10 1•. ec• t h "' t v 1.· rt ue v:ere n ot all ""~i, ' .I - A • N 

a dre&.r.~ The symbol of t ,e r ock s ugges t s strongl y t he 

c on umq,'i~n of t h e ma rria ge vividly and b oldl r i n t he 

mo s t c and i d ph y sic :: .l sens e . No ninete en t h c ent ury -.. .r i-

t er c oLLld b e more eloque n t ly se:xual l~ than IIa\:t h orne 

h c...s be --n in t"~-1 i s qymbol t no one coul d suspect tha t t' e 

phys ic a l re ·c .. l i t y of i n i ti ·· 1 i n t e rc ourse w u l o b e pr e 

sen t ed in su e~ bar0 (ye t symbol i c ) t errns . 

Beneat h t h i s Pur i t Rn-Rom"n tic s urf a c e wh ich Hmv-

t 11orne cult i v rkt e d t r1 3re l c...y an int ensi ty whi ch, r1n d t h is 

i o t h e on l y rea l ly a.Jl p li cable term , II::twthorne " sublimR,ted 11 

i n a n i n t r i c F,. t e sy;:. tem of symbols dest i ned to es c c:~pe 

t :1e average re a de r . Be c a u se the Puri t an- Romnn t ic ( ' nd 

u.lt i rm:;.t e l y Vi cto r i a n ) s o c i a l sys t em wa.s not ( a nd i s not ) 

i n t ouch ~ i th r e a l ity , l .i:a \ thorne h n.d t o esc u.ne to a . -
r ea li ty ;;l~ ic 1 he could on l y pre s ent symbolica lly . T'~e 

r cu.li ty of Puritan i sm and the s oc i :> l sy s t em 11h i ch he 

f e lt er. .. e r ged sy .. bolic ~ ly as t"1.e 11 fathe r fi <;;1' re 11 of h i s 
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stories . The liter·~.ry ~:.nd soci al conve ntions ~.:.'l ic'Yl 

for ced 'li t'1 -co ere .te se:xrr.es s ch8.r;:.cters ultima tely 

forc ed ~1-J. im t o seek to c r;.. r.,t e t1.e r e~~ lity of se::r sym-

b Jli C<llly • 

I t c an be said that Poe retre ~ted into t he Gothic , 

into the, t c \....r ious li tera.ry tri-'.di t i on of dar~ne s s, 'lLorror, 

c. nd, of t en , degeneracy . The unreal of t he Go thic 

trFod i t ion rent s ur"' !'is ingly "ell ,..., i t h the unre a l of 

the Purit c.n- .8.omc: ntic tL·.dition . But li.~.wtilo~ne 's re -

tree t V1<tS not so marked and overtly dra11~8 U. c. It -:as 

more r e finC:;d, more s ub tle . Cert a inly it ,_ ,-, s a r e tr eR.t 

t r Jugh t h i r.L .ina tion a s wc s Poe ' s , but thr .J L:gh t he 

i lu<."_, im .ti m and i n.· .. gin r t i v e syr.~bolism 1:m •t hJrne achiev ed 

thu.-t) touch wi tl-1 reet.li ty hi l e Poe's stories tend to r e-

It is u stran~e thin g th gt re a lity is achi~ v 3d 

thmugh ir~c:cr, ina ti on . ~~en , '1o\ ever , it is im ossiblc 

for t ''e .. rtist to be ov ertlJ realistic, he r. ust find 

som'"' oth~1.· b :,si s for r el· .tin ,--; his v.;or.k: to life . 1 o 

... Iav.t 1orm; t '1e only outl -e;; M. S irna~inc-.t ive synbol s \ ;: ·lich 

~· esented t 'i.e sensua l and the secYet of life in a m nne r 

\, 1i ch Y.o uld not. be re:tCr~.lly offensive. 'l'l--te ='u -· i t r:JI -

om ntic trr.di t ion f orms t e surf., ce of H~Y7t~1:::1rne 1 s 



The mental clima te of the period in ~1~eh Haw-

thorne wrot e sti l l exists in its same force i n many 

sections of the Unit e d State s . The conscious revolt 

agai nst this c l i mc;,te so evident in modern Ameri can 

literature is not nearly o evident in Hawthorne 's 

tir:lc - princ i pally because the re act ion aga i ns t (!uri- 1 
t e!.nism- RoP1 c:mticism-Victori anisn~hn_d not yet bee_2;un . 

Ve stiges of t hese Eovement s linger strongly in the 

Uni t ed Lt ... tes in society , if not i n li t cr<: t Dre . 

T 1ercfore , :ra,,t 1orne~ s .~:E..riod is no t rc.::c-:.lly too 

r r.-ot e from ou.r 

c onducted ,s if 

ov,n ; yet "'Iav;tl.torne researc~ is ofte: -tO 
he had lived in l!edieval t mec . ~,/J.~ 

h<-s , in t rn, tended to ere .tt e an t;~,rchc:.ic c:.tnos1•here 

in :rm.tborne scholarsr1ip pulu:inc:tin6 in a nunbt;;r of 

forc~d bnd unconvincing p bl ic ~tions, m.ny at terpt ing 
. 

to li n1~ r:av: tb.orne t o cert8.in European tr ,di ti ons .. hsn 

such a link do~s not rea l ly eyist ~n ~w m~joritJ of 

c'"ses) ~~ "cc~ <-? 



l~ote, con t i n ued . 

Certa i n ly, .~.{Ft.'\ thorn~ reflects t~e i nf lL,enc e of 

t ile /am~m ti c m.ov ei·ent . £ qs ic c:. l ly , h.J :ev er , he re -

f l e et s t he a t L os:::·here of nine t e"-nt·1 c e n tur- .i er ica . 

Super f ici ,l l y, t h i s :-·tr, os. here :'k.. s ch0.nged. B'I.A t it 

c:~prec:,:r s t o b -.. f v.ndr .. raen t a l ly siwil a.r . Tati onal ch;:; r-

u c te ristic s d o not chan~e radic8-lly i n t he c oL.rse of 

0 Wj 'J.undred y~ 

TP.K ing 4hipf n to 
L-

con ~iderJ tion , I h· v e a ttemr t e d 

some ori ,:; i nc:.l '.lOr"t::: i n t:1e fie d of Hav;t hornc . It is 

a n u ttem ·t to fi nd Iawt ' lOrne ' s r ep r , s e· t .'J.t i on of the 

r e8.l i t y __ e r::i g'1t no t have found app:""rent i n h i s s o-

ci e t y , a re c: li ty from wh ich .rl.l.lerica n s r .. i g11t b e h iding 

e v en t o("c.y . 
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