What
Charles
Evers
has
said
about:

INTEGRATION

POLITICS

" I d o n't beli eve in se parati sm no -way.
It's because of separatism that t h ings
are the way t hey are."

" Let's no t elect any mo re po liticians.
Let' s j ust elect good men."

" Rac ism is wro ng. We've got to vow
t hat w hen t hin gs are changed, we wo n't
be t he sa me type of b igot. We've got
to ma ke su re we don't beco m e t he
sa me anim al we are t ryin g to destroy."
" Blac ks and t he poor have got to get
together. D o n' t get hun g u p o n that
separate stuff, ' ca use th e establi shment
has kep t us sepa rate so they co ul d
exp lo it us fo r t heir ow n in te rest."
" O u r o ne b ig prob lem in th is co u ntry
is t hat we don ' t know each other.
Un less we learn to work together we
wi ll never get to know each othe r."

" Th e o n ly way to change t he system is
to becom e t he syste m . It' s no wonder
we got nothin ' and we are not going
to have anythin g un t il we reg ister and
vote."
" Shakin ' yo u r fist and mak ing b ig black
talk isn' t go in g to do it for us - - A CTI O N is! "

ECONOMICS
" You can ' t d o no thin g bro ke. If bl ac k
peopl e are to be rea ll y f ree in
M ississippi , o r any pl ace else, we need
to own som ethin g."
" Econ o mi cs and po liti cs go hand -in hand . If you got po lit ica l powe r and
do n' t have eco no mi c powe r, yo u still
don ' t have mu ch."
" Unl ess we ca n ge t toge th er and for m
so me po li t ica l and eco no mi c bases we
wo n' t eve r ge t in . Thi s co un t ry's run
by two powers -- mo ney and vo tes. "

YOUNG PEOPLE

" Young people will serve on every board in the state and will have
a vote. We're going to dethrone a lot of people who have been
kings." [1971 Gubernatorial campaign]
"My job is to instill in young people some hope, to knock down
the barriers, and clear the way for them. Most black folks (in
Mississippi) aren 't scared anymore. They have more confidence
in themselves."

LIFE

"Because politicians control our lives, young people will have
to change politics."

"My life would be safe if I
shuffled and tommed and said,
'Yessuh, Mr. Charley, we niggers
is real happy.' But then I'd be
dead already. I'd rather die
on my feet than live on my
knees."
" No matter what has happened
before, let's change things
starting NOW!"
"My momma used to say that
it ain't what a man was yesterday, but what he is today that's
important. It's how honest and
fair you're gonna be today."
"I don't like anything easy. I
have to be whipped two or
three times before I stop."

"Whatever we have done was made
possible by men like Medgar, john,
Dr. King and Bobby. Their lives
made it possible . ... They wanted
to end hate and destruction in
this country."
- - - -- - - - --

THE SOUTH
- - --

- - - - - . - - --

~=:::;;;;::=::----

" The South is ripe. Racially it is not near as bad as some people
think. People are genuine in Mississippi , I' ll tell you that. If a
white man calls you a nigger, he means nigger. If he calls you a
friend , he means friend. If we ca n get rid of the racial tension and
racism that does remain, this will be one of the greatest places
in the world to live. "
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WHAT HAVE OTHERS SAID
ABOUT CHARLES EVERS?????
" I think a famous quotation
from Rudyard Kipling probably
describes Mayor Evers more
than anything I can think of' He has walked with kings, but
he has not lost the common
touch ."
- Mayor Richard Hatcher,
Gary, Ind.
(" The point is that Mayor Evers
has done so much . .. that we
tend to forget how ordinary he
has made the extra-ordinary.)
Review the bare facts of the
matter with that in mind: Mayor
of Fayette ; acknowledged
leader of a sizeable group of
recently elected local black
officials and newly enfranchised
black voters in Mississippi ;
National Committeeman and a
leader of the delegation of
1968; a run for Governor of
Mississippi with 22 percent of
the vote. If anyone would have
outlined all this 10 years ago,
he would have been nominated
for psychiatric examination .

Six years ago w e we re still
engaged in a nati onal debate
over wh ether th ere sho uld be
an effective voting ri ghts law. "
Editorial, W as hin gton Post,
Nov. 4, 1971

ACTIVIST -CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER: Charles Evers
r

In the early 1950's Charles and Medgar Evers quietly began to organize NAACP memberships and branches th rou ghout
Mississippi .
After his brother w as murd ered by hidd en assailants on June 12, 1963, Charles Evers assumed Medgar's resp onsibiliti es
as State Field Secretary of the Mississippi NAACP.
Voter registration of black s, which was linked to the assassination of Medgar, was expanded across Mississippi by
Charles Evers . Black voter registration increased from 28,500 in 1965 to 250,000 in 1972.
For the first time in mod ern histo ry a Negro - Charles Evers - ran for the office of U.S . Representative in Mississ ippi .
In 1968, Evers won the primary with a plurality. In the runoff he lost to a white candidate.
The foll owin g yea r Ch arl es Evers w as el ected Mayor of Fayette, Mississippi, the first black mayor of a bi-racial town in
Mississippi 's history. Fayette is located in Jefferson County, which in 1969 was the fourth poorest in America .
Within weeks, Mayor Evers launched a series of programs to attract resources and personnel that began to transform
Fayette and Jefferson County from one of the poorest to one of the most promising in the rural South. Today Fayette
boasts a panoply of social services and economic self-help programs that have produced jobs, improved health, higher
living levels, sensitive police administration and good government. All of these had been in exceedingly short supply
in most of Mississippi.
In 1971 , Charles Evers waged a dynamic campaign for Governor of the State of Mississippi, the first black candidate
since reconstruction . This unprecedented effort attracted volunteers from every section of the nation, including blacks
and whites, young and old, rich and poor. Among the national figures who campaigned for the Evers candidacy and those
of 136 blacks running for local office were Mrs. Martin Luther King, Jr., Mayor John V. Lindsay, Mayor Richard Hatcher,
Congressmen Louis Stokes, Charles Diggs, John Conyers, Parren Mitchell, Rev. Robert F. Drinan, and former JFK aide
Theodore C. Sorensen. Despite harassment, threats and intimidation, almost one fourth of the voters cast their ballots for
Charles Evers and 51 blacks were elected to local office, giving Mississippi a total of 118 elected black officials, third
highest in the nation.

THE MEDGAR EVERS FUND
Established in September, 1969, The Medgar Evers Fund
is the principal vehicle for mobilizing outside funds,
equipment and other resources to help develop
Fayette and surrounding jefferson County. The Fund
has raised almost one million dollars in its firstthree
years in tax deductible contributions and gifts-in-kind
from over 25,000 Americans. Grants from The Medgar
Evers Fund have provided crucially-needed matching
funds for Fayette to attract federal grants, often three
times as great as the Fund's contributions. Among the
grants made and programs supported by the Fund are :
• Multi-purpose Community Center
• $5 million community health program
• Mobile medical and dental units
• Development office to attract industry to the
250-acre Industria l Park in Fayette
• Vocationa l trai ning schoo l
• Professional tra ining and equ ipment for
loca l law enforcement personnel
• Chi ld Day Care Center
• Pl aygrounds
• Books and support for local libraries
• Vehicles and machinery for local
p ub li c agencies
Th e Fayette Exp erim ent initiated in 1969 by Mayor
Ch arl es Eve rs needs th e help o f co ncerned and
compassion ate Ameri ca ns from all w alks of li fe. Th ose
interested in helpin g to make the Fayette Experiment
wo rk should write to the Medgars Evers Fund,
150 East 52nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10022.
(212) 421-2120.

CHARLES EVERS
A MAN WITH A MESSAGE
FOR INFORMATION
CONCERNING
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS:
CONTACT:
CITY HALL,
FA VETTE, MISSISSIPPI 39069
(601) 786-8591 or (601 ) 786-3682
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